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N. B. The Sermon being too long 
to be delrvered at once, what is thus 
encloſed | © | was omitted in the 
Preaching. 
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MA L. ii. 7. 


For the Prieſt's lips ſhould keep know- 
ledge, and they ſhould ſeek the law 


at his mouth : for he 1s the Meſſenger 
of the Lord of Hoſts. 


s they who have been witneſſes 
Aof God's terrible and great judg- 


* ſure, have the ſtrongeſt and moſt powerful 
« motives that can be to Obedience; ſo if 
«© theſe motives have not a ſuitable influence 
* upon them, if they can feel this rod, with- 


H out hearing him who has appointed it *; this 


is no doubt a very weighty aggravation of 
© their crime, and repreſents their Sin as more 
© exceedimg ſinful Þ 


* Mic. vi. 9. Rom. vii, 13. 
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« This is the complaint which we find oft. 
en made of God's antient people the Fews, Y © 
e ho, even whilſt they ſmarted under cha- 1 


c 


A 


c 


A 


ſtiſement, turned not always unto him that Y © 
* (mote them ©; or if they did it for the time, I 

« yet no ſooner was that uneaſineſs removed, Y © 

cc than they went back again to their abominati. Y © 

ons. They were too prone (it ſeems) to MY © 
ce vice, to bear proſperity with equal minds, M © 

* and to withſtand thoſe temptations which it 1“ 

« furniſhcd them to ſin. The remembrance 1 

<« of paſt troubles made but a faint impreſſion: WF * 

« So long as there was preſent reſpite, they “ 

« had - preſent opportunity: And with Pha. W* 

t raoh they ſeem to have been hardned but the Wl © 

« more ©. | : 

« Had any judgment been ſufficient to have I © 

« reclaimed this ſtubborn people, one would Wl © 

ce have expected it from their captivity at Ba- W © 

ce -bylon, which laſted 'till a new generation of 

«© men was riſen up, unacquainted with the 

« yices of their Forefathers, and trained up“ 

« themſclves in the ſchool! of adverſity, ab. t 

“ ſent in long cxile from the holy land, and “ 

ce after their return meeting with ſuch oppoſi- t 

< tion, as for many years obſtructed their fe. “ 

< building the Temple, and thereby ſuch ce. “t 
lebration of Divine Worſhip as the law pte. J“ 

te ſcribed. And yet after all, we find, by this “t 

Prophet Malachi, they were but too little £ © « 
touched with the ſenſe of theſe advyefſities; J“ 
e and however they had learnt to keep clear of 


© Tai, ix, 13% * Exod, viii. 15. 


© Idolatry 


(5) 
« Idolatry, or the worſhip of falſe Gods, the, 
« had yet but little reliſh of their mighty pri- 
« yilegein being admitted to approach the true 
Lone in their religious ſolemnities; they rob- 
bed lim therefore of his tit hes and offerings e, 
they counted it 4 vain thing to ſerve God, 
and thought there was no profit in the keep- 
bins of his ordinances. Nay, and which was 
J © worſt of all, the Prieſthood it ſelf did 
© not eſcape the general pollution. They 


e Y* whoſe office obliged them to teach others 
: their duty, ſhould firſt have been careful to 
(reform at home. But inſtead of this we find 


- W* them in the head of the delinquents. They 
e W © offered the polluted bread upon the altar, and 
© imperfect ſacrifices s, and then they pretend- 
e Ned to blame the inſtitution, and ſaid, The 
d table of the Lord is polluted, and the fruit 
„thereof, even his meat, contemptible b. 
f W © By ſuch practices as theſe, no wonder if 
c W* they made the people to abbor the offering 
p © of the Lord i; and (as the Prophet ſpeaks in 


» © the verſe after the Text) cauſed many to ſtum- 
d © ble at the law k. For however it be true 
i- MW © that Religion depends not in reality on the 
regular behaviour of it's Miniſters, but founds 
© MW* the truth of it's Doctrines on the infallible 
c- M* aſlurance of divine teſtimony, and derives 


is MY © the obligation of it's laws from the authority 
le “of the ſupreme Lawgiver; yet it cannot be 
; denied but the generality of men, who are 


* Mai. il. 6, @, _ EV. v4 8 Mal. i. 7, 8. Ve 12. 
I Sam. ii. 17. Mal. ii. 8. 


ry | = governed 


ee governed, not ſo much by reaſon, as af. 


(5) 


fection, will from their approbatlon or diſlike * 
of thoſe that ſpeak, be induced to give more 
or leſs credit to what they ſhall deliver. And 
therefore, when once the Perſons of the 
Prieſts ſhall become (as the Proplict obſerves ! 
theſe were among the Jews) contemptible and 
baſe before all the People ', their Function 
falls of courſe into diſcredit with their Per. 
ſons, and Religion will hardly maintain its 


reputation after them. 


« This being the true ſtate of the caſe, the ; 


Prophet was ſent in time to correct theſe ini- 
quities of the Przeſts, which were like to 


be attended with ſuch fatal conſcquences, 
To this purpoſe he denounced againſt them 


very grievous judgments, in caſe of their im. 


penitence. And the better to induce them 
to comply with his advice, he lays before 
them the original inſtitution of their order in 
the perſon of Aaron, and obſerves how 
much better their anceſtors had anſwered the 
deſign of their function, to the end they 


might perceive how ſcandalouſly they them. 
ſelves had deviated from the duties of it. 
My covenant (ſays God) was with him of | 


life and peace, and I gave them to him for 
the fear wherewith he feared me, and was 


afraid before my name. The law of truth 


was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found 


in his lips: he walked with me in peace and 
equity, and did turn many away from ini. 


V. 9. 


_ quity 


FFF 


K 


J * quity n. And then follow the words of the 
Text, declaring the nature of the Prieſts Of- 
A « fice, in that part of it more eſpecially which 
is directed to the people. For the Prieſt's 
lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhonld 
| « ſeek the law at his mouth, for he is the Meſ- 
I © ſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. 1 


8 i From hence you may pleaſe to obſerve wich 
me theſe three things, vr. 

e 1. The Dignity of the Prieſthood: for he 
is the Meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts. 

0 2. The Duty of thoſe who are called to 
. this Office, implied in the firſt clauſe of the 
n Text: for the Prieſt's lips ſhould keep know- 
Lege. And 


n } 3. The Duty of the People with regard to 
c them: they (ſays the Prophet) ſhould ſeek 
2 the law at his mouth. 

W 


e I. Firſt then I begin with the Dignity of the 
J 7ricthood, as implied in the character here 
xen of the Prieſt ; for he is the Meſſenger of 

. I the Lord of hoſts. 

For the better explication of which point, 
it will be neceſſary to enquire into the original 
and true occaſion of the inſtitution of this Of- 
fice; which cannot otherwiſe be known than 
by taking a brief view of the ſtate and conditi- 
Jonof human nature, with regard to the favour 
J diſpleaſure of Almighty God. And here 
den, if we conſider mankind in their preſent 


V. 5. 6. 
corrupt 
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corrupt and degenerate condition, as fallen from 
the divine grace and favour, and ſtripp'd of 


thoſe mighty privileges to which they had been 


intitled, as polluted with fin, and therefore ob. 
jets of divine vengeance ; as having their un. 


derſtanding darkned, and therefore not able 


to diſcern clearly rhe will of God ; as having 
their will biaſſed and depraved, and therefore 
utterly averſe to obey it; this melancholy re. 
flection ſuggeſts nothing by it ſelf but horror 
and deſpair, and the fearful forebodings of e- 
ternal miſery. 

[© Tt was beneath the Majeſty of God to 
ec tranſact immediately with ſuch abandoned 
« wretches : A nature ſo polluted and defiled 
« with fin, could never be admitted to expoſ- 
« tulate with him, who is of purer eyes than 
de to behold evil, and cannot look on miquity", 
« Or if he had fo far condeſcended, yet our infir- 
* mity could never have endured the brightnels 
« and terror of his preſence. When tho veild 
« yyith a cloud, he deſcended on Mount Jnr, 
e and gave laws to his choſen and peculiar peo- 
« ple; they were ſo ſhocked, we find, at his 
appearance, that they entreated that voice 
„might not ſpeak to em any more; nay, and 
« ſo terrible was the ſight, that even Moſes 
« himſclf confeſſed he exceedingly feared and 
« quaked®. In ſhort, it was on one hand ne- 
« cefſary we ſhould be recovered from the do- 
« minion of our ſins, ſhould have our minds 


= Hab. i. 13. „ Exod. xx, 19. Deut. v. 24.27. xviii. 16. 
Heb. xii. 19-21. — 


" enlight- 


69 J 
« enlightned, our wills rectified, and our of- 
fences expiated, before we could be qualified 
to approach our Maker, or be reinſtated in 
his favour ; and yet on the other hand, it was 
impoſlible we ſhould ever in our own perſons 
pay the debt we owed to the divine Juſtice; 
cither for our ſelves ot one another; fince no 
nun, we arc told, may deliver his brother, 
« or make agreement unto God for him a; but 
«it coſts infinitely more to redeem our Souls 
than we are able to diſcharge : So that if no 
« other. method could have been found out, 
this matter muſt have been et alone for 
ever, and we, for what appears, had ſunk and 
* periſhed in that miſery we had thrown our 
© ſelves into. 

But behold an expedient truly juſt, and wiſe, 
nd merciful, and every way worthy of God. 
becauſe man was neither able nor worthy to 
ppcar as advocate in his own cauſe, therefore 
there was ane Mediator appointed between God 
md Men, the Man Chriſt feſus b, in whom the 
human Nature by a perſonal myſterious union 
vas aſſumed to the Divine. In him the Father 
5 well pleaſed ©, and admits him as our Spon- 
lor to plead in our behalf : Him therefore God 
may hear, without diminution of his own 
ionour ; Him alſo man may truſt with fall aſ- 
lurance of ſucceſs: He offered up himſelf a 
ropitiatory ſacrifice for the ſms of the whole 

orld d: He pleads the fatisfaQion and merits 


' Pfal. xlix. 7, 8. * 3 Tim. ii. 5. © Mat, iii. 17. 
1 Joh. ii. 2. 


B of 
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of that ſacrifice, and makes for ever interceſſan 
for us: He came to preach the Goſpel to the 
poor i, and inſtruct mankind in the nature of 
their duty: He is laſtly made the Head of hit 
body the Church s, and has all power commit. 
_ to him both in heaven and in earth h. In 
theſe inſtances conſiſt the ſeveral parts of his 
office as Mediator between God and Man. In 
ſome of which it is obvious at firſt ſight; he 
tranſacts from God to Men, in others for Men 
with God, but in all as a middle perſon, or be. 
tween both. And to the end theſe offices 
might be executed in his abſence, as far as pre. 
ſent execution ſhould be requiſite ; that the Ca- 
tholick Church diffuſcd throughout the world | 


might be duly taught and governed, and the 


Body here on earth correſpond with the acts of 


its Head and High-Prieſt now in heaven; ve 
find that he appointed certain Subſtitutes to 
ſupply the room of him the only Mediator, 
He ſent his Apoſtles as his Father had ſent him, 
to ſuſtain his offices on earth, and ordain others 
after them, that might keep up a perpetual 
ſucceſſion. 

Were this reflection but in any due meaſure 
attended to, the nature of the Prieſthood would 
be much better underſtood than uſually it is 
It would then appear, that when the Miniſters 
of Chriſt teach and inſtruct the people, they 
do but diſcharge that prophetick office, begun 
by their great Lord and Maſter, of preaching the 


* Heb. vii. 25. Luk. iv. 18. * Col. i. 18. 


b Mat. xxviii. 18. 
Goſpel 


pel 
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Goſpel to the poor : that when they by baptiſm 
receive new members into his Church, when 


ney remir or retain ſins, abſolve or excommu- 


nicate, ordain or deprive, when in fine they pre- 
ſcribe fit rules of decency and order; theſe 
xc but the ſeveral branches of that power and 
uthority which their ſupreme Lord and King 
has delegated to them as his proper ſubſtitutes : 
that laſtly, when they offer up the prayers of 
the congregation, and make a ſolemn memo 
ial of Chriſt's ſacrifice upon the croſs, they do 
ndeed but correſpond with the ſacerdotal of. 
ice of our dear Redeemer, who having offer- 
ed up himſelf a facrifice for ſin, now lives to 
dead the ſatisfaction and merits of that ſacri- 
ice, and make for ever interceſſion for us. 

[« Nor is it of any moment here to object, 
* that there are different orders and degrees of 
men appointed in the Church; and conſe- 
* quently ſince all cannot be inveſted with the 
* lame powers, (for then they were no longer 
* different) it ſeems abſurd to ſpeak of the 
* Prieſthood in general as intituled thereunto : 
* I ſay, this objection is of no weight, be- 
* cauſe altho' the Biſhap only (in whole order 
alone the whole Prieſthood is contained) 
be primarily and chiefly the Miniſter of 
* Chriſt ; yet he may commit ſome part of his 
authority, to other inferior orders in ſubor- 
dination to himſelf : And therefore not the 
* Biſhop only, but every inferior Prieſt and 
Deacon too, as far as he acts by virtue of 
that power ſo delegated to him; ſo far he al- 


B 2 « ſo 
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& ſo repreſents > common High. Prieſt fl 


&« our profeſſion. 


From the bote we may collect, that the nd 
of the Levitical and Chriſtian Prieſthood is ie 
ſame; that they point cqually to Chri/t the on. 
ly. eternal and unchangeable High-Prieſt i. On. 


ly in the firſt, this end was clouded and wrapt up | : 
in myſtick types and ceremonies ; whercas in 
the other, the power of the Goſpel ſhines out, 
and is diſplayed with a conſpicuous luſtre : And 
tho” ſtill it be not without myſtery, yet tis as 
far unfolded, as is proper for our preſent con- 
dition. That looked at Chriſt as future and to | 
come: But this regards him, as having already 
done his part on earth, and appearing now our | 
Advocate in heaven. In both howcver, the | 


Prieſt is alike the Meſſenger of the Lord if | 


hoſts ; he acts by virtue of a divine commiſſion 


delegated to him; he is appointed by God as | 


the miniſter of his word to the people, and 
the proper ſpokeſman by whom he will hear 
and will accept them. It was plainly ſo under 
the Moſaick diſpenſation : The tribe of Levi“ 
God had choſen to himſelf as the lot of his in- 
heritance, inſtead of the firſt-born of evcry 
family; and out of that tribe in like manner, 
appointing the reſt to the inferior offices about 
the ſanctuary; only Aaron and his poſterity had 
been firſt pitched upon, and authoriſed to do 
the ſervice of the altar l. They were to burn 
incenſe upon the altar of incenſe, and there- 


) Heb. vii. 24. * Numb. iii. 6.1 3. Exod. xxvili. 
141. 12. 


with 
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with to offer up the prayers of the congregation. 
They were to lay the Victims, either whole or 
elſe ſome proper portions or ſegments of them, 
on the wood ; to ſprinkle their blood in ſuch 
ſort as the law preſcribes, and thereby either 
to atone for the ſins, or offer up the praiſes of 
the people. They therefore, as God's menial 
lervants and domeſticks, had ſuch proviſion 
made out of the things conſecrated to him, 
25 is at large deſcribed among the legal inſtitu- 
tions. Nay they (as we ſce here) were pro- 
perly the men whoſe lips were to keep know- 
edge, and at whole mouth the people were to 


ſel the law. Theſe were the offices and pri- 


vileges of that family which God had choſen to 
himſelf. So that there is 3 particular emphaſis 
in that charge of Hezekiah, when having ſum- 
moned the Prieſts and Levites together, he 
put them in mind that he Lord had choſen 
them to ſtand before him to ſerve him, and 
that they foould miniſter unto him, and burn 
mcenſe m. 

Noris the nature of the Prieſthood changed 
in this reſpect ſince the appearance of Chriſt. 
For as the Law pointed out Chriſt to come; ſo 
tae Goſpel-Inſtitutions look back to him, and 
conſider him as come already. There is equal 
occaſion for ſome to diſcharge theſe offices un- 
der each oeconomy. And therefore, altho' 
the Prieſthood be not now confined to a diſtinct 
family; yet ſtill the Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment are as much IK LOT to the ſervice 


m 2 Chron. xxix. 11. 


of 


of God, as much the appointed Meſſengers of 
the Lord of hoſts. The word in the original ® is 
the ſame which ſignifies an Angel: And in- 
deed it is from the nature of their office, be-. 
cauſe they are ſent forth as Meſſengers ro exce- 
cute the commands of the great Author of their * 
being, that thoſe mini/tring Spirits themſelves * 
are diſtinguiſhed by that appellation. Hence 
alſo we find that the ſeven Aſian Biſhops in the *! 
Revelation are called the Angels of their re. 
ſpectiue Churches, and elſewhere to the ſame *! 
purpoſe, that the miniſters of the Goſpel are in- 
titled Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and Stewaras of 
the myſteries of God. k 
Thus far of the Dignity of the Prie/thood: | 
And a ſubject ſo fruitful of very uſeful inferen- | 
ces, ought not to be diſmiſs'd, till we have 
made at leaſt the following reflections, 


Inf. 1. Firſt we may learn from hence, that 
ſome regard is duc from the people towards 
them, who are inyeſted with this ſacred office. 
From the dignity of the office tis natural to 
conceive a value for the officer; and the one 
muſt riſe or fall of courſe in proportion to the 
other. [* They who can believe the Clergy 
eto be no other than the ſervants of the con- 
« grcgation, deputed and hired by them to do 
« their buſineſs; tis no wonder ſuch perſons 
« ſhould flight and diſeſteem them, and at 
length be drawn to a contempt of tholc 
« Dodtrines which come ſo meanly recom- 


878. © Rev, ii, and iii. 
« mended, 


( 15) 
mended. But they who conſider the Prieſt, 
as the Meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts, can- 
not but have a greater value for his character, 
which will not fail to add weight and autho- 
rity to what he ſhall deliver. The regard 
and honour paid the Repreſentative is done in 
reality to the perſon whom he repreſents; o- 
I therwiſe he can have no title to it intrinſically 
I or in himſelf, being by nature but upon the level 
with the reſt of mankind, and diſtinguiſhed on- 
ly by that relation he bears to his ſuperior. 
Therefore Princes, we find, reckon themſelves 
o be diſſeſteemed or honoured by the treatment 
A which is given their Ambaſſadors. And ac- 
cordingly our bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, he re- 
ſents the treatment that is ſhewn his miniſters. 
He that heareth you (ſays he to his Diſciples) 
heareth me, and he that deſpiſeth you de 2 775 
me, and he that deſpiſeth me deſpiſeth him 
I that ſent me?. And in like manner St. Paul; 
e that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not Man but God, 
2% hath alſo given unto us his holy Spirit %. 
And let a man therefore (ſays he in another 
place) ſo account of us as of the miniſters 


of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of 
God *. 


By, 
* 
3 


* 
a 
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Nor did he herein arrogantly aſſume undue 
honours to himſelf, or eſteem them owing to 
his own merit and ſufficiency : He confeſſed 
that he was not ſ#ffic:ent to anſwer the great 
ends of his function, as of himſelf *; but had 


Luke x. 16. 1 1 Theſſ. iv. 8. 5 2 Cor. Is I 
f 2 Cor. iii. Fo ; 


all 


„ 


all his ſufficiency derived to him from another 
hand: And therefore Whatever honours he might 


expect or demand, he thereby preached not him. 


ſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord *, to whom 
thoſe honours ſhould ultimately be deſigned | 


and done. 


Whar are the proper expreſſions of this 


eſteem and reſpect it would be too great a di- 
greſſion in this place to explain. I ſhall rather 
proceed to infer 


Inf. 2. Secondly, that no man is qualified 


for this office, who is not ordaincd to it ac- 


cording to Chriſt's inſtitution. For who ſhould 
appoint God's Meſſengers, but God himſelf? 
Who ſhould ſend forth labourers into the Har- 
veſt, but the Lord of it u We have ſeen, 
there arc ſuch privileges and powers annexed 
to the Prieſthood, as are neither common to 
all men, nor natural to any, but depend en- 
tircly on the good will and pleaſure of God; 

and therefore can indeed be exerciſed by none 


but ſuch as arc called according to his inſtitu- 


tion. Of old therefore the Prieſthood Was 
confined to the family of Aaron: And when 
Korah, with a company of inferior Levites *, 
and ſome others to ſupport them, arrogated an 
equal honour to themſelves; the Almighty 
hand of providence notoriouſly interpoſed to 
put an end to the contention, and viſibly diſ- 
tinguiſhed between theſe bold invaders of the 
Senden office, and thoſe whom God has 


220 „ » Mat. ix. 38. * Numb. xvi. 


choſen 


e ’· C7 py 
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choſen to do the ſervice of his altar, And that 
it may appear more particularly, that the Prieſt- 
hood is no contrivance of man, norin its nature 
derivable from the Civil Authority; we find that 
when Uzziah (tho he was a King, and ſo had 
al! the right that mere civil authority could give 
him) preſumed to take a Cenſer full of incenſe 
in his hand, he was immediately ſmitten with 


2 grievous leproſy, and bore in his fleſh the 


marks of the divine Diſpleaſure *. 

[ © It was indeed a part of Feroboam's 
policy, to make him Prieſts of the loweſt of 
* the people, which were not of the ſons of 
Levi b. But 1 oppoſe ho one would be wil- 
ling to argue from his example, of whom 
that very, act is undoubtedly recorded to his 
* reproach and infamy. J 3 

If from the Legal we deſcend to the Goſpel 
Diſpentation, we ſhall find indeed the Manner 
of commiſſioning altered, but ſtill a Divine 
Commiſſion cqually required. The Aaronical 
is in that reſpect the pattern of the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood, or rather the typical expreſſion and 
prefiguration of it. To this purpoſe are we 
told expreſly, that wo man taketh this honour 
to himſelf, but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron; that even Chriſt, the great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of our ſouls, glorified not himſelf 
to be made an High-Prieſt, but he that ſaid 
wmto him, thou art my ſon, this day hape I be. 

"otten thee ©, And it then the great High. 


* 2 Chron. :xvi.- 16, 21. d 1 Kings xii. 31. 
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' Prieſt of our profeſſion, had himſelf an ex 


ternal call to inveſt him with this office: wha 


mortal ſhall pretend to take it, without call # 
and ſo uſurp what ought to be beſtowed ? Chriſt 
being thus made an High-Prieſt, appoints his 
- Subſtitutes himſelf, and all Chriſtian Prieſts, 


all that come in his name, muſt derive their 


authority from him. For that reaſon ſent he 
forth his Apoſtles, as his father had ſent him, 


and ordained ſuch a ſucceſſion in the miniſtry 
as might continue to the end of the world*, 
L And all them that enter not by this door 


« into the ſheepfold i, but climb up ſome other 


« way, them that come in their own name, 


and run although he has ot ſent them; all 


*« ſuch he ſtigmatiſes with the opprobrious ch: | 


ce rater of Thieves and Robbers. ”) 
From all which we may gather, in what 


ſenſe we are to take it, that the collective body 


of Chriſtians is ſaid, in Scripture, to be 4 royal 
Prieſthood s, and Chrift is ſaid to have made 


us Kings and Prieſts unto God!; namely in the 
ſame ſenſe as it had been ſaid to the 1/raelites 
of old, ye ſhall be unto me a Kingdom of 


Prieſts : i. e. that in the diſtinction of the 


Church from the reſt of Mankind there ſhould 


be ſomething analogous.to the Prieſthood; that 
as the Prieſt is one taken from among Men, and 
dedicated more immediately to the ſervice ot 
God, and admitted to ſome ſpecial privileges: 
ſo were the Hebrews of old, and ſo arc Chr: 


421. * Mar. xxviii. 20. f Joh. x. 1. 
1 Pet. ii. 9. d Rev. i. 6. Exod. xix. 6. 
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aus now, diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the 
yorld by being ſacred to him likewiſe, and 


alled to the privilege of Sons. That it could 
nean no more in the old Law is evident: For 


otwithſtanding that the 1/rae/ites were a King- 
um of Prieſts, in this analogical inferior ſenſe ; 
Jet it cannot ſurely be denied, that the Family 
Jof Aaron were the only Prieſts in that higher 


nd more proper ſenſe, in which we are now 
iſcourſing of the Prizſthood, and do uſually 


W.ndcrſitand the word. And I conceive it would 


he unreaſonable to explain the fame phraſe in. 
he New Teſtament, in a ſenſe different from 
that which it muſt be allowed to bear in the 


GA. (“ And they who do from hence in- 
ſiſt on the community of the Prieſthood to 


« all Chriſtians in general, would do well to 
«* ſhew us in what ſenſe we are all ſaid to be 
Kings in the Goſpel acceptation. For the, 
Regal Character (we may obſerve) no leſs 
than the Prieſtiy, is one of the privileges 
confer'd upon every true member of the 
« Chriſtian Church. And yet he, who upon 
« this title ſhould lay claim to the crown, would 
go nigh to be reckoncd a Traytor to the Civil 
„Government. J | 


Inf. 3. Thirdly the Jaſt thing I would ga- 
ther from this Dignity of the Sacerdotal Office, 
is, that the Ciergy yet arc ſtill to remember 
themſelves to be but Miniſters, Stewards, Am- 


baſladors, and Servants. Titles! Which all of 


them beſpeak a ſtate of dependence and ſub- 
ſection, and infer the perſons to whom they 
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belong not at liberty to act after their own 
humour, but under the ſtricteſt obligations to! 
obſerve the divine commands of that heavenly | 
Lord and Maſter, whoſe Servants and Miniſ- 

ters they are! Obedience to his commands, no 
doubt, is due from all: But they who ſtand # 
in ſo ncar a relation to him, as that of the 
Prieſthood has already been explained to be, 
have yet that additional engagement to obey, 
Thus far the argument will hold for the com. 
mon performance of all chriſtian duties; but 
yet more particularly it concludes for the faith- | 
WM ful and regular diſcharge of the duties of their 
2 ſacred function, for the due execution of thoſe | 
j great offices, and purſuance of thoſe ends, up- 
i on account of which they were inveſted with 
| this character. For the Dignity of their of. 
| fice (they ought always to remember) was not 
deſigned to aggrandiſe themſelves (who can | 
pretend to no more merit than the reſt of their | 
neighbours) but to ſet forth the honour of our I d 
great High-Prieſt, by whoſe authority they | 
act, and the more effectually to anſwer the eu WI v 
igencics of his Church. So that unleſs they do 
ſincerely endcavour to promote thoſe purpoſes W a 
for which they were ordained, they are mani- W i 
feſtly deficient in their duty towards him whoſe 0 
Miniſters they are. ( 
And this conſideration naturally leads me Wl | 
(0736-7 t 
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1 II. Second general Head propoſed, name- I 1 

4 ly, the Duty of thoſe who arc inveſted with II 
1 this character, implied in the firſt clauſe of the 
| 3 | * | Text; 


( 21 ) 


Text; for the Try lips faould keep n. 


ledge. 
The office of the Prieſt having already dock 


explained to be ſubordinate to the office of the 
; Mediator, which is threefold; viz. Regal for 


the government of the Church, -Sacerdotal for 


A the expiation of Sins, and Prophetical for the 
iaſtruction of the People: There can be no 
doubt but it is the Prieſt's duty. to execute and 


attend to all of them, ſo far as heris concerned 
n them, with ſuch diligence and conſtancy, as 

may become the Meſſenger of the Lord of 
hoſts. - But ſince the words in view: lead us 


0 conſider only the Prophetick part of his 


office, I ſhall at preſent, confine my ſelf. to 


that. In which, without all queſſion, theſe 


two things are included, namely, 

1. That he ſhould, by diligent ſtudy, en- 
deavour to get himſelf: informed in thoſe points, 
which arc neceſſary to qualifie him for the due 
diſcharge of his office. And 

2. That being thus qualified, he ſhould be 
yigilant and careful to inſtruct his lock. _ 

1. Firſt, that he thould, by diligent ſtudy 
and application, endeavour to get himſelf in- 
formed in thoſe points, which are neceſſary to 
qualify him for the due diſcharge of his office. 
Otherwiſe, neither will his Is keep knaw- 


ledge, nor will he be able to anſwer them 


that: ſeek the law at his mouth; and he, by 
conſequence, will diſcover himſelf to be a 


very incompetent Meſſenger of the Lord of 


Hoſts. 
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[* The book of the law was laid up by the 
« command of Moſes in the ſide of the Ark 


of the Covenant kl. And after the Babylo. 


niſh Captivity, when the Ark of the Cove. 
nant is ſaid to have been loſt, tis likely e- 
nough ſome other cheſt might be appoint. * 
ed to the ſame purpoſe ; which being kept 
in the moſt holy place, where the High. 
Prieſt alone had liberty to enter, has incli- 
ned ſome to think, the Prophet had it in his 
view, when he ſays here, the Prieſt's lips | 
ſhould keep knowledge ; as if he meant hereby | 
that it was his buſineſs to keep the book of | 
the lau, from whence the knowleape of their | 
Religion was derived l. But there are many 
exceptions againſt this interpretation. The 
Prophet is ſpeaking here of Prieſts in ge. 
neral; he had been blaming the corruptions 
of the whole order, and therefore muſt be 


ſuppoſed in oppoſition to lay down the com- 
mon duties of that order, and not to refcr 
to a peculiar office of the High- Prieſt. Be- 
ſides his /zps are ſaid to keep knowledge, 
which may imply his preaching and inftruc- 
tion of the people, but to be ſure muſt im- 
ply his own learning and underſtanding of 
the Law, and not his bare keeping of the 
book in a cheſt, eſpecially in a place where 
he was allowed to enter only once a yeat, 
and then was permitted but a ſhort ſtay, 


* Deut. xxxi. 26. Huet. Demonſtr. Evang. Prop. 4. de 


can. lib. ſacr. 5. 8. 
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« without any opportunity for ſtudious ap- 
« plication, ©] 

It ought not from hence to be concluded 
with ſome Nomaniſts, that the Clergy only 
ſhould have liberty of examining the Scrip- 
tures, and the Laity perfectly debar'd from 
them. The paſſages encouraging and exhort- 


; ing all men to a diligent ſearch and ſtudy of 


the Scriptures, are too many and perſpicuous 
to be thus eluded, and leave us no room to 
doubt but they were certainly deſigned to lye 
open for every one's peruſal. But (till however 
all have a right to ſearch ; yet to underſtand and 
explain them, is a work, for which all have not 
capacity, all have not leiſure. There are ma- 
ny Texts of Scripture, which indeed are clear 
and eaſy to be underſtood ; but then there are 
many others which are obſcure and difficult. 
That which is clearly propoſed in one place, 
is perhaps more darkly delivered in another: 
And ſurely then ir muſt be highly convenient, 
the truth ſhould have all its evidence diſcover- 
ed and ſet in open view. Many other things 
there are, tho' not abſolutely neceſlary, yet 
very uſeful to be known, which are no where 
clearly propoſed at all, but wrapt up in dark 
and intricate obſcurity. Nay there are ſuch 
g in Scripture, as for want of being 
rightly underſtood, have led men into danger- 
ous errors, and which (as St. Peter witneſſes) 
they that are unlearned and unſtable ha\e ſome- 
times wreſted to their own deſtruction m. 
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So that the work is but half done in diſcs. 


vering the truth. Thoſe enemies likewiſe, by 


which it is attacked on all ſides, muſt be filen- 


ced and confuted. The Heretick and Scep- 


tick muſt be artfully perſued through all their | 
various windings, and receive proper anſwers to 
their ſubtle fallacies. The Ignorant muſt be in- 
ſtructed, the Scrupulous reſolved, the Erroncous | 


baffled, and the Vitious reclaimed. 


But <who is ſufficient for theſe things ?" The | 


far greater part of mankind, have not an edu- 


cation to qualify them for them. The ſtudy of | 
languages, the knowledge of hiſtory, the rules 
of arguing, the method of inſtruction, are | 
what many have neither capacity to attain, nor | 


leiſure to attend. In reſpect of the endow- 


ments of the mind, as well as thoſe of the | 
body, and other outward adyantages of life, it | 


is God that maketh one to differ from ano. 
ther . It is he (ſays the Plalmiſt) that teach. 
eth man knowledge?. And if any man there 


fore lack wiſdom, it is St. James's direction, 


let him ask of God d. In vain ſhall man la. 
bour and ſtrive to know, if He with-hold thoſc 
gifts and qualifications which are neceſſaty 
for it. 

But ſuppoſe all men equally qualified by na- 


ture; yet all cannot have leiſure to attend to 


it. The outward neceſlities of life muſt be 
conſulted ; and theſe are ſo many and various, 
that much time and many hands muſt be em- 


a 2 Cor. ii. 16. . y Pfal. xciv. 10. 
Jam. 1. 5. 
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the knowledge of the Scriptures requires ſo much 
Labour and ſearch, as has been ſaid, it follows 
n- chat moſt Men cannot of themſelves attain it, 
becauſe they want either leiſure or abilities to 


arch after it. 
( I ſpeak not this to diſcourage any from 


n- F* the reading aud ſtudy of the Scriptures ; let 
us them in God's name ule the opportunitics 
they have, with due preparation and attention 
ice of mind, with duc meditation and reflecti- 
u- on afterwards; and then much benefit they 
of will be ſure to reap from their own reading 
cs and experience. But I ſpeak it to ſhew the 
re great neceſſity of having ſome more im- 
( mediately ſet apart for that purpoſe, to ſup- 
( ply their defects, and to ſhew from thence 
c the bounden Duty of ſuch Perſons, to ap- 
it © ply themſelves with utmoſt diligence and 
„(care, to the ſtudy of thoſe things it is their 
buſineſs to teach. And this is what the Pro- 
e phet means in the words now before us, 
I, « that the Prieſts * ſpould keep knows- 
„edge. 


It acces 3 "7" „ Without doubt, to 
nao the things which belong to their own 
peace; but it concerns the Prieſt, not for his own 
axe only, but the ſake of others: And if thro' 
n inexcuſable neglect of ſearching into theſe 
matters, he ſhould be miſtaken in his notions 
„of Faith or Duty, and from thence proceed to 
kad others aſtray, and make ſhipwreck of the 
Souls committed to his charge; — ſhall not on- 
ly dye in his own ſin, but their blood alſo {hall 
D be 


employed for their ſupply. And therefore if 


— 
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be required at his hands a. For he is ſet as a 
Watchman to the Church, to give early notice 
of approaching danger, to deſcribe Sin to his 
hearers both in its nature and its conſequen- 
ces, to inſiſt upon the obligation and reward of 
\ Virtue, to defend the Truth, and to confound 
Error: And if he be unacquainted with theſe “ 
things himſelf, how ſhall he be able to in-K © 
ſtruct others? If the blind be ſet to lead the 
blind, how diſmal is the conſequence? and 
what can be expected but that th ſhould fall 
into the ditch®? And yet the matter is fill 
worſe, if after he has made himſelf maſter of 
theſe qualifications, he be wilfully negligent® 
and remiſs in the execution of his office; for® 
the Sin of Preſumption is yet more culpableF 
than Ignorance. Wherefore add we 4k 
2. Secondly, That to compleat this part of 
the Prieſtis character, that his Lips ſhould 
keep knowledge, tis farther neceſſary that being? 
in the firſt place thus qualified himſelf, he, 
ſhould next be vigilant and careful to inſtrut F?) * 
his Flock: Otherwiſe his knowledge were of Þ 
no uſe to any but to himſelf; whereas the end | 
˖ 
˖ 


of the Prieſthood is the publick benefit. And 
indeed the very phraſe of his LIS keepmg F 
knowledge, ſeems to imply his Duty to com- 
municate what he knows to others. For the? 
Lips are to be conſidered as the door of utter- 
ance; and therefore tis ſaid in the next words 
that the People ſhould ſeek the Law at his 
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| mouth, becauſe he is authoriſed and obliged to 


+ teach and to inſtruct them. And it was for this 
his very end I urged before his great Duty of cloſe 
den fiudy and application; not merely for his own 
| of information, (That concerns all Perſons that 


ind I have leiſure and abilities ;) but moreover for 
cl Heir information too that are committed to his 
in. care. 
% But not to dwell long upon an argument 
1nd 1 which can hardly be diſputed ; to his Precept 
al be muſt add his own Example. This I men- 
in tion here, not ſo much upon account of the ne- 
of. cellity of a good life in general, as becauſe 
tis more particularly neceſſary in him, to ren- 
der his Doctrine effectual with others. For 
however abſurd and unreaſonable it may be, 
to argue againſt Religion from the viciouſneſs 
of its Miniſters, and to conclude thoſe max- 
ims falſe which have no influence on ſome 
vho moſt inculcate them; (ſince Men's prac- 
tices are not always guided by their principles, 
and they commonly indecd act not ſo much 
of by reaſon, as affection;) Vet it cannot be deni- 
nd! ed, but that, weak and frivolous as it is, it has 
nd been made uſe of by ſome ſort of People io 
the prejudice of Religion, and has been dex- 
teroaſly managed by ſuch perſons as are glad of 
he any handle for continuing in Sin. Now he 
er-. who would avoid theſe fatal inconveniencies, 
ds who would remove theſe impediments of the 
efficacy of his Doctrine; he ſhould firſt be care- 
ful to begin at home, and make himſelf an en- 
| ſample to the flocks, Then would they ſee 
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brings me in order to the 


III. Third general Head propoſed, namely 
the People's Duty with regard to the Prieſt: 
They (ſays the Prophet) ſhould ſeek the Lau 
at his mouth : Which Duty of theirs muſt prin- 
cipally, I conceive, imply in it theſe four 


things, vV:s. 


1. That regard and eſteem they are to beat 


to the Character of the Prieſt. 
2. Their obligation to conſult him. 


3. Their obligation likewiſe to follow hi- 


advice. And 


4. Their 


that the Duties he preaches are not only practi. 
cable, but actually practiſed: They would be! 
provoked by his example to a generous emula. 
tion; and every Virtue which one forth in 
frm would be a tacit but powerful reproof of | 
the Vices predominant in them. The Fer. | 
iſh Prieſts, it ſeems, were guilty of ſcanda. 
lous corruptions after their releaſe from Cap. 
_ tivity ; and it was upon that very account the 
Prophet Malachi was ſent, to put them in 
mind of the original inſtitution of their Or- 
der, and the true intention of their ſacred | 
Function; (which, if attended to in any due 
meaſure, muſt needs make them aſhamed of 
their enormities, 10 grolly inconſiſtent with, and 
ſo viſibly repugnant to it;) That he Prieſt 0 
Lips ſhould keep knowledge, and the People 
ſhould ſeek the Law at his mouth. Which ö 
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4. Their obligation to avoid all ſuch Teach- 
ers as act of their own head, and without 
commiſſion. 

1. Firſt that regard and eſteem they are to 
bear to the Character of the Prieſt. That they 
who miniſter in holy things, deſerve ſome 
reſpect and obſervance upon account of their 
Character, and that relation they bear to God 
and his Service, was the ſubject of an inference 
from the firſt Head of Diſcourſe. I ſhall only 
add at preſent in few words, that we have here 
a conſequential enforcement of the fame Du- 
ty: For unleſs Men have ſome antecedent re- 
ſpect to the Character of him that ſpeaks, 
they will hardly pay any due attention or re- 
card to what he ſays. The moſt candid Per- 
ſons in the world can ſcarce wholly diveſt 
themſelves of prejudice; and when they have 
conceived a mean opinion of any Man ; it is 
natural to ſlight his counſel, and refuſe him 
their attention. So that it muſt be a matter of the 
utmoſt conſequence, that the People ſhould 
have a juſt vencration for the Character of the 
Prieſt, if it be (as J am now in the 

2. Second place to ſhew it is) their Duty 


to conſult him. The Prieſts (as we have ſeen) 


are the authoriſed Meſſengers of the Lord of 
Hoſts, ſent forth for that very purpoſe, to in- 
ſtruct the People in the nature of their Duty; 
which ſure can imply no leſs than that the 
Pcople ſhould attend and give car to their In- 
ſtructions. As often as they have any particu- 
lar caſe which they want to have reſolved; they 
ſhould be ſure to make it known to _ 
| wit 


(30 ) 


with all its real circumſtances, and not diſguiſc 
the truth by any means, where a miſtake may 
turn to their irreparable loſs. 

But the more ordinary method of inſtructi- 
on, and which at preſent I would chiefly inſiſt 
on, ts publick in the preaching of the word. 
With regard to this, Men are exhorted to be 
ſwift to hear, and to receive with meekneſs 
the engrafted word *: And a mighty privilege 
it ought to be eſteemed, that God has been 
graciouſly pleaſed to provide thus for their in- 
ſtruction; and ſo no doubt 7hey will eſteem 
it, who are duly ſenſible of their being igno- 
rant in many things, and negligent in what 
they know. For ſuch, we may take notice, 
is the end of preaching, not only to reform, 
but to remind; not only to tell Men what they 
knew nothing of before, but (as St. Peter 
teaches) to /?ir up their minds, and put them in 
remembrance ©: So that Men of the greateſt 
parts and learning need not be aſhamed to hear, 
For as no Man's knowledge indeed is ſo great 
as to be incapable of all increaſe, but the 
truths he belicves may be enforced with new 
arguments, or the ſame arguments be ſet in 
clcarcr light; ſo all Men are but too apt to 
grow remils and heedleſs, and want to have 
their affections at leaſt excited, if not their in- 
tellects informed. They who boaſt their own 
knowledge, to excufe their omiſſion of this 
Duty, have, I fear, as much occaſion as any 
tor this part of the Preachers Office: And it 
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may be, if they were at the pains to examine 
themſelves impartially, would find reaſon ſuf- 
ficient to reproach their ignorance : At leaſt it 
ought to be conſidered that preaching is the or- 
dinance of God, inſtituted with deſign to i- 
niſter grace unto the hearers f: And therefore 
be the Preacher himſelf ever ſo unworthy, or 
ever ſo ill qualified to inſtruct others; this can 
never make the grace of God of none effect; 
but they who attend with honeſt and religious 
minds, may expect his bleſſing on their pious 
obedience to his inſtitution. Ze therefore that 
deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man, but Gods : For 


ſo by a very juſt and equitable conſtruction 


may they be ſaid to do, who deſpiſe or neglect 
thoſe ſacred Ordinances which his wiſdom has 
appointed. And let them boaſt as they pleaſe, 
cither of their own knowledge, or of their 
reading better Sermons at home than they can 
hear at Church: I am ſure, they can have no 
good reaſon to expect God's bleſſing on any 
private endeavours, ſet up in oppoſition to 
the publick ordinances of his own appoint- 
ment. But 

3. Thirdly, it is not enough to conſult and 
hear their Teachers, they muſt go on farther 
to follow their advice. This likewiſe appears 
from the nature of the thing; for the People 
would ſeek the Law in vain, if they were not 
obliged to take notice of it afterwards. 

Not that they are bound neither to receive 
every thing that is taught them in this manner: 


F Eph. iv. 29. 5 1 Theſſ. iv. 8, 
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For then they would be ſometimes under a | 


neceſſity of receiving contradictions. Their 
Teachers, alaſs! are frail and fallible as them. 
ſelves; and though their education and.4ciſure 
may give them better opportunities of enqui- 
ry, yet are they not abſolutely ſecured againſt 
all poſſibility of crror and miſtake. Nay "they 


have the ſame corruptions in their nature with | 


other Men, and may ſometimes poſlibly 
through the temptations of Covetouſneſs, Am. 
bition or Applauſe, join in the ſame baſe de- 
ſigns, and purpoſely cndcayour to deccive and 
delude the People. 


What remains therefore in this caſe to be 


done, is, that all Men ſhould uſe the opportu- 
nities they have, and not rely ſolely on the 
judgment of their Paſtors: That they would 
pray to God in the firſt place for the illumina- 


tion of his holy Spirit, and then make uſe of 


all thoſe means of information he has put into 
their hands; diſcourſe with theirrcligious neigh: 
bours and acquaintance, ſearch the Scriptures 
diligently as their condition will admit, and 
not implicitly follow their ſpiritual Guides, 
where by the due uſe of theſe means they 
might be able to confute them. But where 
their judgment fails, and they find they are not 
able to determine; there it is but decent to re- 
fer themſelves to them, who by their education 
and profeſſion of life are better qualified ; eſpe- 
cially where they know them to be Men of 
Knowledge and Integrity. For they are under 
the ſtricteſt obligations to inform them right; 
they watch for their Souls as they that muſt give 

account; 


„ 
account ; and if the People, after a diligent uſe 
of all means proper for their condition, ſhould 
by them be deluded, we have reaſon to hope 
they will not ſuffer for an ignorance. which is 
invincible, but their S ſhall be required at 
the Watchman's hands *. 

Such as theſe we are forced to make our 
rules of action in matters of far leſs import- 
ance, No man that deſires to live, would 
take what he knows to be a cup of poiſon, 
though it were recommended to him by the 
zbleſt Phyſicians : And yet where his own 
knowledge does not carry him ſo far, no one 


vould blame him for obſerving the preſcrip- 


tions of the Learned. So again, that T ravel- 
kr would be certainly to blame, who being in 
a dangerous road where he is unacquainted, 
ſhould refuſe the direction of authoris'd and 
Kilful Guides; and yet he on the other hand, 
would as deſervedly be thought a mad Man, 
who ſhould venture to follow them into known 
Bogs and Quickſands. Juſt ſo then the Peo- 
ple muſt not follow their ſpiritual Guides, 
where they can find them to be wrong: But 
in other reſpects, they ought to uſe their un- 
derſtanding as a direction to their own, 

4. Fourthly, the laſt thing to be oblerved 
upon this ſubject, is, that the People are oblig- 
ed to avoid all ſuch Teachers, as act of their 
own head, and without commiſſion. And 
iter what was ſhewn under the firſt head of 


Ezek. xxxiii. 8, 


SK 1 


4 


(34) 
Diſcourſe, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel 


are the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt ; and rand 
by way of inference from thence, that no 


one is qualified for this Office, who is not or- 
daincd to it according to Chrill's Inſtitution; 


One would think, it ſhould need but little la. 


bour to evince, that all who are not ſo com- 


miſſioned, and yet pretend to execute the ſa- 
cred Functions, are indeed but Uſurpers of the 
miniſterial Office, and therefore ought to be 


avoided. 


The Prieſt is the authoriſed Meſſenger of | 
the Lord of Hoſts: At his mouth the Lei | 
is to be ſought, and by his hands the Sacra. 
ments adminiſtred, No mention any where |} 
of any but the Prieſt, to tranſact in ſacred } 
Matters. And then, how deplorable is their 
condition, that have heaped to thempetves | 


teachers, having itching ears >; that have 


choſen to be led by them that are no Preeſis | 
nor Prophets, Men that rum of their own | 


heads, although God ſent them not, and though 


he ſvake not to them, yet will propheſie c. God's | 
grace, it is true, attends his Inſtitutions; but | 
then only are they his Inſtitutions, when per. 
formed by ſuch Perſons as he inſtitutes. All | 
others, pretending to exerciſe their Office, will | 
hardly be able to make out their claim to 


ſuch excecding great and precious promiſes: 
Since it is ſtill under the new Teſtament, as it 


was under the old; and uo Man (we are Cx | 


"2 Tim. iv. 3. * Tor. ii 21. 


. preſly 


4 


5 


pteſly aſſured) can rake this office unto him- 
ſelf, but he that ts called of God, as was 


Aaron 4. 


I have now diſpatched” the buſineſs of the 


Text: But this being the firſt time that I, 


however unworthy, appear in this place as 
Chriſt's Miniſter entruſted with the care of your 
Souls ; it cannot but conccrn both you and my 
ſelf, that I ſhould ſay ſomething at my en- 
trance on ſuch a weighty charge, in order to 
create a perfect good underſtanding and har- 
mony between us: Since by this ſpiritual Al- 


lance my Intereſt is really bound up with 


yours, and in ſeeking your welfare I conſult 


IJ ny own. 


So cloſe a Relation cannot but derive a mu- 


mal Obligation both on you and me. Me it 


obliges to Fidelity and Diligence, in the exe- 
cution of this important Office; to watch 
for Hour Souls, as knowing that I muſt one 
lay give account to our common Saviour, who 
has called me to this Truſt and Stewardſhip, to 
e end I ſhould ſeek not yours out ou; and 
take the overſioht of you, not by conſtraint, but 
willingly, not 2 filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mnd*: always looking upon temporal con- 
ſderations, as far inferior and ſubordinate to 
noſe of your ſpiritual Welfare and cternal In- 
(creſt. 

Whilſt theſe are the Principles by which I 
h I would hope it might be caſy to per- 


' Heb. v. 4. © 2 Cor. xi. 14. © 1 Pet $5 $- 
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ſuade you to a ready compliance with thoſe 
relative Duties which you owe to me; to a di. 
ligent attendance on my Miniſtry among you; 
to lend à candid and impartial ear to whar if 
ſhall hereafter offer, whether publickly or pti- 
vately, for the confirmation of your Faith, or 
the direction of your Practice; if in any hingh 
you doubt or heſitate, with all freedom to 


propoſe the matter of your Scruples, to lay 
open the uncaſineſs and grief which ole 
you ; and if upon any occaſion we ſhould dif. 


fer in our ſentiments, not to improve that 
difference into a ſtanding prejudice againſt "jy 
Perſon, or my future Labours, but to remem-? 
ber that both you and I are fallible, and on- 


which ſide ſoever the error may lie in the mat. 


ter between us, to aſſure your ſelycs, that} 
whatever I ſhall do, will be meant ſincerely 
for your benefit; that whether in St. Pauls 
expreſſion I be beſides my ſelf, it is 10 God, or 
whether I be ſober, it is for your cauſe s; which | 


can be no juſt ground for your reſentment 
but ought rather to engage your more affecti- 


onate eſteem. 


To be alittle more particular in this matter, 
The publick Offices of the Miniſtry are prin-} 
cipally theſe which follow : Prayers, and} 
Preaching, and the Adminiſtration of the 83. 


craments. 


In reading the public Prayers, I deſign, a5} 
I think it is my Duty, to be guided by the! 


8 2 Cor. v. 13. 


Rubricks 


R 
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Rubricks of our Liturgy ; and I ſhould be loth 


. to ſuſpect, that among thoſe who profeſs them- 


ſelves Members of the Church of England, 
there ſhould any be offended at my ſtrict obſer- 
vation of thoſe ſtanding Rules, to which as 
well the Authority of our Superiors, as my 
own ſubſequent Subſcriptions and Declarati- 
ons, have inviolably attached me. There is one 
thing in this reſpect, which gives me a parti- 
cular ſatisfaction ; namely, that it is already 
the cuſtom of this Church, to have publick 
Prayers read twice every day; ſo that I am 
ſpared any difficulty there might be in introdu- 
cing it. But then withal you will give me 
leave to lament, the general neglect of giving 
attendance at ſuch daily Service. It is indeed 
4 and melancholy conſideration, that whilſt - 
it is confeſſedly our higheſt privilege and tru- 
eſt intereſt, to draw nigh unto God, that he 
may draw nigh unto us; the love of Religion 
and zeal for God's Honour, ſhould ſo far be 
decayed among us, that few Men take delight 
in thus approaching to God , whilſt many 
chuſe to employ thoſe hours which ſhould be 
dedicated to his Service, in trifling and vani- 
ty, if not in vice, in jovial amuſements, and 
in doing nothing. Let me earneſtly beſeech 
and exhort you, to conſider ſcriouſly in this 
caſe, both your Duty and your Intereſt ; and 
as your leiſure from neceſſary buſineſs will per- 
mit, to ſtudy to make the reſt of your life pro- 
ſperous, by conſecrating ſome competent part 
of it to the Service of God. | 
The 


* 


Is „ 
The next miniſterial Office which I menti- 


oned was Preaching. And in that I Purpoſe 
not to model my ſelf upon Party Schemes; nci- 


ther to court the favour of the Great by unbe- 
coming Flattety, nor ſtrike in with the prejudi- 
ces or affections of the Populace, by as inde- 5 
cent Raillery, and Words which miniſter not 


Grace but Strife unto the hearers; but to preach 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel as the truth is in 
Jeſus h, and make the holy Scripture the mea- 
ſure of my Doctrine, as it ought to be likewiſe 


of your Faith and Practice. And if in this 


method of proceeding, I ſhould deliver any 
thing contrary to ſome preconceived opinions 
of your own, or to ſome intereſt you have to 


maintain; you will remember it is your Duty 4 


to lay apart all prcjudice and ſelf-conccit, to 
conſider what is offer'd with ſobricty and rea- 
ſon, to implore the influence of Divine Grace 
upon your weak cndcavours, and ſubmit your 
ſelves at laſt to the invincible evidence and 
conviction of Truth. Or if at laſt we differ 
(as in ſome points it is like we may) you are 
bound in charity to believe, that what I ſpeak, 
is the unfeigned reſult of my own judgment 
and conſcience, and really intended for yout 
Service. Conſider then impartially, whether 


this can be any juſt occaſion for your anger 


and reſentment, or ought not rather to be 

mote equally requited with Reſpect and Gra- 

titude. Conſider likewiſe, what fatal incon- 
» Eph. iv. 21. 


venience 
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venience you may bring upon your ſelves, by 


blowing any coals of animokity, Or keeping 


up ſuch variance between you and your proper 
Paſtor, as by making my labours among you 
ineffectual, muſt turn in the end to your own 
hurt and prejudice. | 

The laſt miniſterial Office which I menti- 
oned, was the Admmiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments, Theſe in the Chriſtian Church are 
two, that is to ſay, Baptiſm and the Supper 
of the Lord. Theſe, and firſt of all Baptiſin, 


the Church allows on ſome occaſions to be ad- 
© miniſtred in private houſes : But then at the 


ame time obliges her Clergy to warn and 
:dmoniſh the People, that they never procure 
this to be done, but in caſe of great and un- 
avoidable neceſſity. I therefore in compliance 
with this Order of the Church, do take the 
preſent opportunity to exhort and require you, 


that you neither inſiſt upon it without ſhewing 
occaſion, nor plcad occaſion when there's none. 


There might diverſe reaſons be aſlign'd, why 


this Sacrament ſhould be adminiſtred at 


Church : As that is the proper place for ſuch 
ſacred and ſolemn ads of our Religion, and 


| ſpecially conſecrated for ſuch uſes; as it is there 
done in the preſence of a greater Congregati- 


on, and may be of great uſe to remind thoſe, 


= who might otherwiſe forget the terms and con- 


ditions of their baptiſmal Covenant; as it is 
performed with greater Solemnity, more De- 
cency and Order, than when huddled over in 


: 2 private room, with no very decent proviſions | 


for 
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for that purpoſe, in preſence of a ſlender Con. 


gregation, and thoſe met together with leſs | 


ſeriouſneſs of diſpoſition, than might be ho- 
ped, if they aſſembled in the Houle of God, 
where the awfulneſs of his Majeſty might per- 
haps incline their reverence. The prevalence 


of ſo irregular a practice has induced many, 1 
fear, to treat this Sacrament with ſuch indiffe. 
rence, that they ſcarce otherwiſe conſider it 
but as the occaſion of a merry Meeting, or 
which is worſe, of Sin and Folly. But if there 
were no other reaſon, the Authority of the 
Church alone were enough to determine my 


obedience: And whatſoever force there may 
be in the example of others, where we are 
deſtitute of a Rule to walk by ; yet where our 
Rule is clear and evident, no contrary exam- 
ple ſhould withdraw us from it. It is Neceſlity 
alone that is ſubje& to no Law; and therefore 
it is only in caſes of neceſſity that we are per- 
mitted to comply; nor even then may we do 
more than ſuch neceſſity requires. The $a- 
crament may be adminiſtred, and ſome Pray- 
ers annex'd : But the Child may not be ſo- 
lemnly received into the Congregation of 
Chriſt's viſible Church; the ſtipulation of the 
Sureties may not be accepted; they may not 
receive their charge, or intimations of their 
Duty. Theſe things, if the Child lives and 
does well, (and they are not neceſſary other- 
wiſe) are required to be done only in the 
Church; and therefore it is there only I in- 
tend to do them: Of which I thought = be- 
OIC- 
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1. 2 forchand to make this publick declaration, that 
G wherever the firſt inſtance ſhall happen, you 
»- JJ may not interpret it as a mark of diſeſteem, 
1, but the reſult of a ſettled and ſerious purpoſe 
of mind. I am likewiſe farther to admoniſh 


you, after the direction of another Rubrick, 
that you defer not the Baptiſm of your Chil- 
1 dren longer than the firſt or ſecond Sunday 
t next after their Birth, or ſome other Holy-day 
r 1 falling between, unleſs upon a great and rea- 
7 /onable cauſe, of which the Rubrick leaves the 
1] Curateto judge. 
I he other Sacrament is that of the Lord's 
Supper : An Inſtitution, which I am ſorry to 
obſerve ſo much neglected among us, to the 
Reproach of Chriſtianity, whilſt many, who 
would be efteemed zealous Chriſtians, and Pro- 
teſtants, and Churchmen, can (ſo ſlightly turn 
their backs upon this ſacred Ordinance, and 
1 deſpiſe the holy Commandment delivered un- 
to them. How little is thcir Gratitude to 
their crucified Redeemer, who can fo diſre- 
ſpectfully negle& his dying Command? How 
ſlender their regard to their own real intereſt, 


* 2 who can let lip ſuch precious opportunities of 


27 applying to themſelves the benefits of his 
Death and Paſſion? The advantages of fre- 
quent Communion were better underſtood in 
the primitive times of Chriſtianity : And could 
I hope to ſee the ſame Zeal and Frame of Spi- 
tit revive, I ſhould be glad to furniſh you 
with frequent opportunities; that inſtead of 
monthly, you might have weekly Sacraments, 

provided 
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provided they might be frequented by my own | 
Pariſhioners, and not promiſcuouſly offered to 
all Comers, unknown both to me and one 
another: By which means we might ſome. 
times happen to join Communion with Per. 
ſons unbaptiſed or excommunicate. For the 
avoiding of this evil, the Church has preſcri- 
bed that ſo many as intend to communicate, 
ſhould ſignify their Names at leaſt the day be. 
fore: And however this Practice be grown in- 
to diſuſe, yet I would hope it may not be im. 
poſſible to perſuade you of the Equity and 


Reaſonableneſs thereof. 


I have dctaincd you ſo long in ſpeaking to 
theſe publick Offices, that I ſhall ask your pa. 
tience whilſt I ſay but little of the private. 
The Station J am in at preſent, will neceſſari- 
ly hinder me from an immediate Reſidence 
among you. And J would hope indeed, that 
your Duty, as laid open at Church, ſhould 
have ſuch influence upon you, as might make 
it little needful to be privately enforced; that 
you would learn to be cautious and circumſpect 
in your behaviour, to live ſoberly, righteouſſy, 
and godly in this preſent world; that you 
would uſe your influence and authority to 
promote the intereſt of Virtue and Religion } 
in your Neighbourhood, and among your De- 
pendents: that you would obſerve ſuch tre- 
gular and decent Orders in your Familics, ſo 1 
accuſtom your ſclves to Prayers and the read- 
ing of the Scriptures, as may become the Cha- 
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If ſuch be your own care and diligence, 
you will ſtand the leſs in necd of private Ad- 
monitions : Only ſuffer me to add with reſpect 
to the Viſitation of the Sick, that in that caſe 
it were adviſable you ſhould ſend for the Mi- 
niſter or Phyſician of the Soul, in the begin- 
ning of your Diſtemper, c'er your Spirits fail 
you, or your Senſes are diſordet'd; whilſt you 
are capable of converſing and hearkening to 
his Exhortations, and of joining in thoſe Pray- 
ers which he offers for you; rather than ſtay 
till your bodily Phyſician gives you over, and 
deſpairs of your recovery ; when the whole 
Office often dwindles almoſt into Formality , 
and there can little elſe be done, but to pray 
for ſuch as are no longer in condition of pray- 
ing for themſelves. 

Next to this be free and impartial in the o- 
pening of your caſe, that he may ſee the ber- 
ter how to apply fit Remedies to your ſpiritual 
Diſeaſes, and impart to you the benefit of 
his ſpiritual Advice and Comfort. Conſider 
him as one whoſe Office binds him to Fideli- 
ty and Secrecy. Remember of what moment 
it may be to your own welfare, that your caſe 
be fairly ſtated ; and beware leſt by your back- 
wardneſs in this affair, you prove falſe to your 
ſelves and to your real intereſt. 

Finally, brethren, pray for us, as I in re- 
turn ſhall think it my Duty to pray for you, 


that the word of the Lord ma y have free 


courſe, and be glorified among us *; that both 


2 Fheſſ. iii. 1. 
F 2 I may 


(44) 

I may have courage to ſpeak boldly, as J ought 
to ſpeak b, the words of truth and ſoberneſs e; 
and you in like manner attending without pre. 
judice or partiality, and /ay:ng apart all filthi. 
neſs and ſuperfinity of naughtineſs, may re. 
ceive with meekneſs the engrafted word, which 
is able to ſave your ſouls d, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to whom with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory now 
and henceforth for evermore. Amen. 


* Eph. vi. 20, Act. xxvi. 25. Jam. i. 2 1. 
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PPENDIX: 


CONTAINING 


Some Rules of the Church rela- 


ting to Publick Baptiſm. 


Ju. Some Paſſages out of Dr. Warr's 


Hiſtory of Iufant-Baptiſin, and his 
Defence, upon the ſame Subject. 
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| Some Rules of the Church relating 


j 10 Publick Baptiſm. 


F. 1. Rubricks of the Liturgy. 


I HE People are to be admoniſh- 
ed that it is moſt convenient 


dat Baptiſm ſhould not be admi- 
= niſtred but upon Sundays and o- 
he Holidays, when the moſt number of Peo- 
ple come together; as well for that the Con- 
gregation 


(46) 
gregation there preſent may teſtify the re. 
cciving of them that be newly baptized in- 


to the Number of Chriſt's Church; as alſo F 
| becauſe in the Baptiſm of Infants every Man 
preſent may be put in remembrance of his 
own Profeſſion made to God in his Baptiſm, Þ 


% 


Nevertheleſs (if Neceſſity ſo require) Chil-® 


Day. 


dren may be baptized upon any other | 


J And Note, that there ſhall be for every Male i 


Child to be baptized two Godfathers and © 
one Godmother; and for every Female one 


Godfather and two Godmothers. 


q When there are Children to be baptized, I 
the Parents ſhall give Knowledge thereof 
over Night, or in the Morning before the 


beginning of Morning Prayer to the Curate. 


And then the Godfathers and Godmothers, 
and the People with the Children, muſt be 
ready at the Font, either immediately after the 
laſt Leſſon at Morning Prayer, or elſe imme. 
diately after the laſt Leſſon at Evening-Pray- 
er, as the Curate by his Diſcretion ſhall ap- 


point. 


The Curates of every Pariſh ſhall often ad- 
moniſh the People that they defer not the 


Baptiſm of their Children longer than the 
rſt or ſecond Sunday next after their Birth, N 


or other Holiday falling between, unleſs up- l 


on a great and reaſonable Cauſe to be 1 
proved by t the Curare. 
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And alſo they ſhall warn them, that with- 
out like great Cauſe and Neceſſity they 


procure not their Children to be baptized 
at home in their Houſes. 


F.-2, Canons and Conſtitutions in 1603. 


CANON XXIX. 


Fathers not to be Godfathers in Baptiſm, nor 
Children not Communicants, 


No Parent ſhall be urged to be preſent, nor 
be admitted to anſwer as Godfather for his 
own Child: Nor any Godfather or Godmo- 
ther ſhall be ſuffered to make any other An- | 


mon Prayer is preſcribed in that behalf: Nei- | 
ther ſhall any Perſon be admitted Godfather | 
*! or Godmother to any Child at Chriſtening or | 


. 
o 3 
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7 Confirmation, before the ſaid Perſon ſo under- 
| taking hath received the holy Communion. 
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II. Some 


FRE 


CC UNA 


Il. Some Paſſages out of Dr. Wa LL 
Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm, and his, 
Defence, upon the [ame Subject. ; 


[4 

1 

Hiſtory of Inj ant Baptiſm. Part. 1. Chap. 15. , 
. 4 

| 0c 


cc . 
a « ſervable from theſe two laſt Pal . 
* ſages out of St. Auſtin, vix. , 
« That there was no ſuch thing R 
then us d, as private Baptiſm of Children in 
4 Houſes, except in Caſes of the greateſt Ex. 
<< tremity ; and that even ſick Children were 3 
“carried to the Church if it were poſſible. 
“ For it is of ſuch that he ſays, Men do haſten ,, 
« and run with them to be baptized while , 
« they are alive, leſt when they are dead there 
« be nothing to be done, &c. It was to the , 
& Church that they ran, where there were MI 
1 | de large Fonts or Baptiſtcrics, in which Infants M ,, 
“or grown Perſons might be put into the >, 
| « Water. And it has ſince been decrced in a x 
« General Council, * That Baptiſms ſhall not M , 
% be in private Chapels, but in the publick 
us Church. 
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( 49 ) 
« This was ſo generally obſcrved from the 
Time that Churches were built, till of late 
Days, that we read of many Kings Sons, 
and Kings themſelves, converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith, that receiv'd their Baptiſm 
in the Church. Whercas now-a-days Per- 
ſons of much lower Rank take the State 
upon them to expect it to be brought Home 
to their Children, tho' they are well. And 
there they put a great Contempt upon it, by 
making it a formal Ceremony, ſubſervient 
to their Belly Chear, and a Drinking Feaſt; 
little Regard being given to the holy Sacra- 
ment, or the Prayers uſed thereat. 
In Caſes of urgent Extremity the Anci- 
ents did indeed baptize any where ; in the 
Houſe, in the Bed, &c. rather than the Par- 
ty ſhould die without it But they never 
did ſo but in ſuch Caſes. 
« The Church of England allows of Bap- 
tiſm by a Miniſter in private Houſes in Caſes 
of Neceſlity ; but gives poſitive Order, that 
it be not uſed except in Caſe of Danger of 
the Child's Death; and that ſuch a Child, 
if it live, be brought to the Church, and 
his Baptiſm declared there. And ſome Bi- 
ſhops and Curates of the ſaid Church do 


ew a Zeal to have this Order, which 


has of late been much neglected, put again 
in due Execution. But others of them ſeem 
more indifferent about it. And in moſt 
Places it is found a difficult Thing to over- 


come that lazy and irreverent Cuſtom, which 


(3 „ ann 


( 50 ) 


[ e took ſuch deep Footing among the People in © .. 
| <« the late diſorderly Times. W 
There never was a more capricious Change « 
« made by any ſort of People in any Matter 4 
« of Religion than the Engliſh Presbyterians e 
| e have made in this Point. No longer ago e 
&« than Queen Elizabeth's Time, they made JT « 
< it one of their Objections againſt the Eng. ] 4 
* liſp Common-Prayer Book, that it gave any 4 
« Allowance for this Private Baptiſm at all. « 
They pleaded, That it is not lawful either I ,, 
« to Preach the Word, or to Miniſter the « 


ce Sacraments in private Corners: That they © 
« ought not to be but where the Church is; 4 
and that the Church ought not to aſſemble © 


cc 
* (if it be not letted by Perſecution) but in 
« open Places: That John baptized openly: } e 
« That Auſtin, (although he were of that e 
« Mind, that Children could not be ſaved A c 
« without Bapti ſin,) jet in the Time of Neceſ- 4 cc 
« ſity (as it is called) he does not allow either ,, 
« of Baptiſm in private Houſes, or by M. 
« men; but when there was Danger > the I cc 
« Women haſted to carry the Children unto } ., 


« the Church. : 
“ Theſe, and more ſuch like Pleas, Cart- A e 


} | « wright us d in his Diſputation with Arch- Tc 
1 « biſhop Mitgift x. And ſo you ſee, ſays he, 
| « thoſe whom you charge ſlanderouſly with 4 


* Conventicles, are fain to glaze up t he  « 


. See Whitgift's Defence of Anſwer to Admonition, Tr. 9. 
ch. 3, 4, F. It. Tr. 2. ch. 1. div. 8. 
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(52) 
* Windows that you open to ſecret and pri- 
« vate Conventicles. And having mentioned 
« the Orders that God has ſet, that it ſpould 
« be done in the Congregation, and by the Mi- 
« miſter of the Goſpel; he adds this Rigid 
e and Presbytcrian Expreſſion. And J will 

« farther ſay, That altho the Infants which 
die without Baptiæi ad be aſſuredly 
damm d (which is mo "Fl, t falſe,) yet ought not 
* the Orders which God has ſet in his Church 
« to be broken after this ſort. For as the Satua- 
« tion of Men ought to be dear unto us; ſo 
e the Glory of God, which conſiſteth in that 
4 his yu is be kept, ought to be much more 
% dear. 

« Whiteift, on the other ſide, ſhews that 
« the Book did not ſay any thing of Baptiſm 


1 © by Women or by Laymen ; he pleads for 


* no more than this, That upon extreme Ne- 


* cefſity of Sickneſs, Peril of Death, and 
„ /ach like, the Curate may be ſent for, or ſome 


« other Miniſter that may ſooner be come by, 
to do it in the Houſe. But he is not allow- 
* ed that. 

e And yet how ſtrangely have theſe Men 
« ſince ran into the other extreme? When 
« they came to have the ordering of Mat- 
©* ters in the Church, they (tho' contrary to 
the Rules of their own Directory) gratified 


7 © the Humour of the People in this Matter 


far more than ever the Church of England 
2 © hath done. If their Religion had been Par- 


x * liament ary, as the Papiſts  flander all our Re- 
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ligion to be; they could not have taken a 
more violent Swing from one Side to the 
other. | 

« At preſent they and their People make 
this Zouſe-Baptiſm the moſt ordinary Way 
of adminiſtring that Sacrament, be the Child 
ſick or well. And in London, and other Pla- 


ces, where any of them are, a Clergyman of 4 


the Church of England cannot, if he would, 
bring his People to the Obſervation of the 
foreſaid Order of the Church; becauſe if 


any humourſom Man or Woman of his Pa-. 
riſh have a Mind to have their Child, tho“ 
in never ſo good Health, baptized in the 
Houſe, and he deny them; the next thing 
is, they iu a Pet ſend for one of theſe Men, 


who are always ready to do it. 


4 There are no Orders of the Church that 
do come in Proceſs of Time to be more 
groſly and univerſally abus d, than thoſe that 
begin firſt to be diſpens d with for the State 
and Character of the Perſons concern d in 
them. This was firſt granted as a Privilege 


of Kings, or Kings Sons, as appears by the 
Decretals of Clement the Fifth ; and by the 


Council of Cologne, where it is ordained 
that none but they ſhould be baptiz'd at 
Home. Afterward it came, I ſuppoſe, to 
be allowed to Noble Men, and ſo to other 
Rich Men. And as every Body affects the 
Name and State of Gentility ; they think 
themſelves hardly dealt with, if they be ac 

counted 
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counted in this Matter inferior to ſuch or 
„ ſuch of their Neighbours. 


This, and many other Inſtances of like 


I « Nature that might be given, ſhould teach 
4 the Clergy to take Care how they make any 
Beginning of breaking that Rule of Scrip- 


« ture given by St. James * againſt any Re- 
« ſpect of Peſons to be ſhewn in Church Mat- 
« ters. For if you once begin, there is no Stop 
* to be made afterward. Therefore the Sy- 
“nod of Aix, T determined, That no Curate 
% or other Prieſt ſhould, under Pain of Ex- 
% communication, go to any Houſe, not even 
ef a Nobleman, to adminiſter Baptiſm, ex- 
© cept in Caſe of Neceſſity ; and that no Caſe 
« ſhould be taken to be of Neceſſity, but when 
* the Child's Life is m Danger. 


Defence of the Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm. 


Page 407. 


© | know that ſome Midwives and Nurſes 
« do on the Chriſtening Day (which they think 
„is obſerved, 4: ſo much for the Sacra- 


A 


© ment it (elf, as for their ſhewing their Pride, 
Art, and Finxry) dreſs the Child's Head fo, 
© that the Face of it being hid deep under 
„the Lace and Trimming which ſtands up 


A 


* Chap.2.V.1,2,3. f Bochell. Decret, Eccl. Gall. de Bap- 
tiſmo, cap. 77. 


2 high 


cc 


cc 
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high on each Side, the Miniſter can't come 
at the Face to pour Water on it, fo as that 
it may run off again; but what Water he 
pours will run in among the Headcloths 
which is likely to do the Child Hurt. But 
he muſt make them remedy this Inconveni- 


ence, and give them to underſtand, that if ; 
they will have their Children baptized, theß 
muſt bring them in ſuch a Dreſs as to be ca- 


pable of it. 


« Concerning the other Abuſe of this Sacra. 


ment, the adminiſtring it in private Houſes, , 


Bed-Chambers, Oc. to Children that ate 
well, I ſpoke my Senſe in my Book in the 
Notes I made on St. Auſtin's Account of 
the devout People running to Church with 
their ſick Children that were in danger of | 
Death, to have them ſpeedily baptized. I 1 
have this more to lay to the Conſciences 
of thoſe my Brethren of the Clergy that 
uſe themſelves to give theſe Bed. Chamber 
Baptiſms ; that they would conſider, both 
the Prophanation and Indignity they bring | 
on Chriſt's Sacrament, and alſo how dirctt- } 


ly contrary their Practice is to the Liturgy, 
which they are obliged in Duty and by ſo- 
lemn Promiſe to conform to. The Litur- 


gy appoints two ſeveral Offices for Baptiſm 


of Infants in two ſeveral Caſes. One more 


ſolemn for publick Baptiſm, to be uſed no 
where but in the Church; to which all | 


Children that are in an ordinary State of 


« Health | 
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Health are to be brought; The Other to 
abe uſed in Houſcs in Caſes of Neceſſity, 
and not clſc. And theſe are very different 
« (not different Baptiſms, but have different 
: « Circumſtances) one from the other. Now 
for any Clergyman that is under the Obli- 
4 gation of Conſcience J ſpoke of, to take 
d one of theſe, (that of publick Baptiſm) and 
a uſe it in Houſes, is plainly contrary to the 


« ſaid Obligation, And ſome of the Prayers 


2 «© ſo miſapplied become abſurd and ridiculous. 
For Example; The Miniſter ſtanding at the 
Font in the Church is to ſay that Prayer; 
A « Grant that whoſoever is here dedicated to 
ther by our Office and Miniſtry, &c. Can 
2 © he think thar That Here is applicable to 
this Parlonr or Bed-Chamber ? Is it not 
7 © ſcandalous fo to apply it? or has he any au- 
J © thority to omir or alter the Form? 


« The Prophanation and Indignity in gene- 


ral of this Sacrament on occaſion of this 


« Honſe-Baptiſm, is ſo notorious, that I do 
« appeal to the Experience and Conſcience of 
« all that uſe it, if they themſelves be not 
* ſcandalized at the indecent Circumſtances that 
« doalmoſt alwaysattend it. All the Regard 
* is commonly given to the Preparations for 
eating and diinking; very little to the Sa- 


J © crament. Very few of the Company join 
A © inthe Prayers; but only in the Feaſting and 


A carnal Jollity, which is too often carried on 


„to ſuch Exceſs, as is more likely to bring a 


« Curſe than a Bleſſing upon the whole Un- 
« dcrtaking. 


(56) 


e dertaking. This is commonly yet worſe, 
« when it is in an Og. or other lewd 
«© Houſe. Thoſe who in ſuch Caſes are cho. 
« ſen for God-fathers and God-mothers, are 
« generally Perſons ignorant of the Terms of 
« the Baptiſmal Covenant themſelves ; and 
« when they ſhould make anſwer in the 
Name of the Child to the holy Interroga- 
«© tories; they neither mind the Subſtance of 
e the Thing asked, nor do know what An- 
« (wer is fit to make; but do only in a ridi- 
e culous manner give a Bow, a Curteſy, or 
* a Nod; and that often not without apparent 
« Signs of mockery ; and they frequently 
e ſhew a very vain, irreverent, and wanton 
« Bchaviour before, and in, and after, the (a- 
« cred Adminiſtration. Is not this enoughto | 
« turn the Stomach of any ſerious Chriſtian & 
ce that is preſent? and, if they reflect with 
« themſelves, and think, 1s this the Way that 
« I was baptized in; to occaſion perhaps 
« thcir falling into the Error we are ſpeaking 
« of, and reſolving to be baptized again? Can 
« a Miniſter of Chriſt take any Comfort, or 
& can he think that the Dignity of the holy 
Office which he is performing is preſerved in 
« ſuch a Management ? 

In all Pariſhes where Baptiſm at the 
« Church is generally left off, the People are 
te ſo ignorant of what is to be done and ſaid 

« at Baptiſm (many of the young People hav- 

| ing hardly ever been preſent at one ) that if 


&« a Child be brought to Church to be bap- 
« tized, 


ee Ea x — — — — BY 


* 


tar} 


| © tized, neither are the Congregation ſenſi- 


« ble of their Duty of joining in the Pray- 


e ers, nor do the God-fathers know what An- 
ſwer they are to make; but there are holy 


Queſtions publickly put without any one to 


| « anſwer : Which, however it paſſes in a Bed- 
Chamber, is a great Scandal and Abſurdi- 
ty when a Sacrament is adminiſtring in a 
| « Chriſtian Congregation. And when the 


young People of ſuch a Pariſh come to the 


Curate, to be prepared for Confirmation 
= © they are found to have but a ſlender Ap- 
* prehenſion of what was ſtipulated in their 
Name at Baptiſm (which is the chief Thing 
( that ſhould make them capable of Con- 
”*© firmation) becauſe though they have learn- 
(ed the Words in the Catechiſm, yet hay- 
ing never ſeen the Thing tranſafted, they 


have not near ſo lively an Idea of the holy 


Covenant. But where Baptiſms are duly 
= * adminiſtred in the Church in the Time of 
Divine Service, all the Congregation do 
both learn to underſtand the Office of a 
> © God-father; and it is uſually performed with 
4 ſuch decent Seriouſneſs as the Nature of 
* © the Thing requires; and the whole Con- 


* gregation "(as St. Auſtin expreſſes it) of the 


a % Faint [or good Chriſtians] does this Office 
* 4 offering the Infant to God for the re. 
| cerving of the Spiritual Grace. And there 


is alſo that more momentous Advantage 
* (with which, as with one of the Reaſons 


Why Baptiſm ſhould 3 if poſſible, 
a H 


60 be 


A 
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n (58) 
be adminiſtred in the Sight of the People, 
our Church does inforce the Command) 


that every Man preſent is put in Remem. 
brance of his own Profeſſion made to God 


m his Baptiſm. 


No ſerious Chriſtian, that has conſidered 


theſc Advantages would have his Child 
mils of them; nor would have him bap- 
tized in that diſadyantageous Way, if the 
Miniſter would. If any Man deſire Bap. 


tiſm for his Child that is well, and yet“ 
has ſo little Value for it, that he thinks 
it too much, and refyſes, to bring him to 
the right and proper Place of receiving it; 


what I might do for the Sake of the Chill, 


* (who, as Nagiangen ſays, is not in the 


Fault) is a Queſtion by it ſclf: But if the 
Man himſelf had not yet been baptized, 
and did ask it with ſuch an irreligious 


Coldneſs, and inſiſting on ſuch haughty 
Terms; I am ſure I would not give it him | 


(of what degree ſoever he were, from an 


Emperor to a Beggar) but let him keep 1 
his Pride with his Heatheniſm ; for it agrees 
very ill with Chriſtianity. 


„In the Primitive Times, if any Hea- 
then Man, high or low, noble or ignoble, 
would turn Chriſtian, and be baptized ; 
the Chriſtians did not admit it to be done 


* privately. He muſt ſome time before the 


Baptiſm come into a full Congregation of 


_ Chriſtians, and there ſtanding up in a Place 
in the Church provided for that Purpoſe, 


LY 
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ee openly repeat the Chriſtian Creed, and 
declare his owning of it. Some that had 
been in Repute and in great Stations a- 
| « mong the Heathens, were aſhamed to do 
this, but the Chriſtians would not believe 
e him to be ſincere till he did it. Our Chri- 
e ſtian Anceſtors in England, though they 
| © had in large Pariſhes, Chapels, and Ora- 
4 torics, for the Eaſe of ſuch as lived remote 
Y © from the Mother- Church, for hearing God's 
„Word, and praying, ec. yet none of them 
„ would loſe the Privilege of receiving the 
Communion, and of having this other Sa- 


= © crament of Baptiſm conferred on their 


„Children, in the Mother Church to which 
they would bring their Children, though it 
© © were a long Journcy to be baptized by dip- 
ping in the Font. And do we their de- 


* generous Off ſpring turn not only the Font 


© © into a Baſon, but alſo this Mother-Church 
into a Bed-Chamber ? 


« T know that if any Curate of a Pariſh 


© © do-inſiſt upon having all Children of Rich 
and Poor that are in Health, brought to 
Church, and do refuſe to ſhew the Reſpect 
! © (fo thoſe ignorant half Chriſtians call it) of 
© © bringing the Sacramentto their Houſes; and 
do plead the Rubrick and Order of the 
Church in his own Vindication ; he ſhall 


*1 in ſome Pariſhes of haughty, rude, and ill- 


© © bred People meet with a great deal of ob- 
E © loquy : And among other Things they will 
© © object to him, not only the Example of 


* . ſuch 


C 


cc 

cc 
| cc 
55 
cc 
cc 
cc 
< 
(c 
cc 
cc 
(c 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Lay 
* 


(6) 
ſuch or ſuch a Neighbour Curate, who 
complies in this Matter; but alſo that ſuch 
or ſuch a one of thoſe that are in the high- 


eſt Station in the Church does many times 
ſhew that Condeſcenſion, which he refuſes 


to do. And we muſt bluſh, that ſuch | 


Things can be ſaid, and we cannot deny 


them. But every one in the Holy Orders 


ought to reckon his Commiſſion to be re- 


ceived from Chriſt: And under Chriſt, | 


from that Church in which, and by whoſe 
Rules and Canons, he is called and ſent; 
and not to follow the Example of any par- 


ticular Man or Men, in how great Station | : 


ſoever, in Things wherein they deviate from 


ours. | 

« What muſt be done, or can be done, in 
Places where Presbyterians lie in wait to 
draw People from the Church into Sepa- 
rations, and do offer their Service to any 
humourſome Man or Woman, that if the 
Pariſh Curate will not- baptize their Child 
at home, they will; is more than I am able 
to determine. It muſt be left to the Biſhop 
of the Place, to direct which of the two 


Evils muſt be choſen. I have been credi- | 


bly informed, that the late pious Biſhop of 
London found it neceſſary to adviſe his 
Clergy in the City to comply in this Matter 
with thcir People, rather than let them fall 
into the Hands of thoſe Seducers ; but that 
in his Viſitation in the Country Places, he 

“ adviſed 


that which ſhould be their Rule as well as 3 


F 


in _ 


” ww OS 


« refuſing. 


> fa 


( 6x )) 
« adviſed them to keep ſteady to the Rubrick. 
« Certainly thoſe Leaders of the Separation 
„ will have a good Load of Guilt ; who 
„neither will reform Abuſes among their own 


Followers, nor ſuffer us to do it among 


our People. Theſe are the Men, who 
« when the Church made an Order for pri- 


© © vate. Baptiſm of Children in danger of ſpee- 
dy Death, did ſo clamour againſt it, that 


« one of them ſaid, it was unlawful even 


though the Child was to be damned for 
; © want of Baptiſm. I know that many of 
e the Parochial Clergy do wiſh and deſire that 
® © the Biſhops would in open Court, and in 
a the Audience of the People, lay a ſtrict 
Charge upon them, not to baptize any Child, 
© that is well, in a Houſe, Becauſe otherwiſe 
| © the People are apt to tell the Curate, that 
he might do this, if he ſwould ; and endea- 


« your to bring the more Envy upon him for 


- 


There is one Thing that I am loth to ſpeak 


| © of ; that ſome of the Clergy are thought by 


« ſome People to uſe this Compliance for 
their own ſordid Gain; and for the Sake 
« of the Preſent, which is given to the Bap- 
« tizer for ſubmitting the Sacrament, and his 
own holy Office to the Humour of ſome 
« irrcligious Parents. St. Paul ſpeaks of ſome 
« who did keep Ale-houſe with God's word ; 
« (that is his Phraſe, 2 Cor. ii. 17.) K 


' © T4 Ty Ay T5 Oes (ell it, proſtitute it, in 
A the ſame Senſe as Authors uſe the Word 


© 12TNAWEUP 


.-.C 


"=. | 
* NU Tv xm; or, thy s. nr, to fel 
« 7uſtice, or, ſell a Peace, as a xd mms, an 
cc Ale-Houfe-keeper ſells his Ale. God Al- 


mighty kecp us from doing this with his! 
« Sacrament! It is more than enough; it is! 


ce to a dreadful Degree too much, that Bene: 
& fices, Places, Offices, Promotions in the 
4 Church are trucked. If we can keep any 
« Thing unproſtituted, it ſhould be God's 
« Word and his Sacraments. St. James 
& ſhews the Miſchicf of having any Reſpect 
* of Perſotis, Rich and Poor, in Concerns 
« of Religion. It will certainly have the ſame 
« Effect there, which Solomon ſays, it has eve- 
ce ry where, where it is admitted. To have 
reſpect of Perſons is not good, (he means it 


A 


& Bread that Man will tranſgreſs. Theſe 
e Clergymen (if there be any ſuch, for T own, 
« T know of none, only there runs in ſome 
ce People's Diſcourſes ſuch.a Cenſurc)' do every 
ce Lord's. Day ſay that Prayet; That God would 
ce give Grace to all Biſhops and Curates 
e rightly and duly to adminiſter his holy Sacra- 
ce ments. They pray this for themſelves a- 
te mong the reſt, They ſhonld not by undue 
ce Adminiſtrations defeat their own Prayers. 
„ could wiſh alſo that the uſual Feaſts at 
e Chriſtenings, and the Cuſtomary Preſents 
« then given by the God-fathers, &c. were 
ce left off; and that the Clergy would per- 
« ſuade their Pariſhioners to leave them off. 
They may very well be called, Nehufhtan. 
8 | cc How 
I 


— 


te is a very miſchievous Thing) For a Piece of 


( 63) 


« How innocently or commendably ſoever for 
« a Sign of ſpiritual Congratulation they were 
« firſt uſed ; as they are uſed now, they bring 


more Diſgrace than Credit to the Sacra- 


« ment. Beſide the ſinful Exceſſes too com- 


mon, they do, like the Popiſh Ceremonies, 


© \wallow up all the Regard that ſhould be 
given to the Subſtance of the Sacrament it 
« ſelf. They are alſo the Cauſe of the Diffi- 
«© culty of procuring God-fathers to poor Peo- 
„ ples Children. 
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